Experience working in Old Churches
St Giles Church, Standlake, Oxfordshire
St Giles's is a substantial Grade II* Church, comprising a large chancel, nave and north and
south transepts from the early 13th Century, early 14th Century north and south aisles, and a
mid 14th Century tower. Some elements including the west wall of the nave with broad
pilaster-buttresses, and the chancel arch are thought to date back to the church’s origins in
the 12th Century.

Darke & Taylor were employed in 2009 to design, specify and install new heaters and lighting
at the Church. This was a project that required the company to provide systems that
delivered the performance and comfort expected of modern technology, whilst remaining
sympathetic to the historical environment in which they were installed.
St Olaves Church, Hart Street, London
St Olave’s survives as a rare example of the mediaeval churches that existed before the
Great Fire of London in 1666. The flames came within 100 metres or so of the building but
then the wind changed direction, saving a number of churches on the eastern side of the
City. The church was severely damaged in the bombing of World War II, but enough of the
fabric and original masonry was spared to permit the building to be lovingly restored in the
1950s and to continue its life and work into the second half of the 20th century and now the
21st.

During 2011 Darke & Taylor were employed to install an ambitious lighting scheme that was
designed to highlight some of the oldest and most interesting elements of the church, and
also to provide suitable lighting for the programme of concerts, recitals and other artistic
events held at the church.

St Georges Church, Bloomsbury, London
St George's Bloomsbury is the sixth and final London church designed by the leading
architect of the English Baroque, Nicholas Hawksmoor. Originally consecrated in 1731, St
George's was reopened to the public in 2006 following a five year restoration initiated and
managed by the World Monuments Fund Britain.

In 2009 Darke & Taylor became part of the project team that were employed to establish a
lighting identity for the Church, and were responsible for installing a lighting scheme that
enhanced architectural features, created a visual identity in keeping with the iconic nature of
the building and provided enough light for church goers. This required very careful
workmanship to ensure that the fabric of this Grade I Listed building was not damaged
during the installation.
More information regarding the project can be found in the article from Lighting Magazine
below:

